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‘ORIGINAL COMMUNCATIONE. 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
AN DSSAayY 
ON THE PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 
Wo. tT. 


Jesus Christ, about 1S centaries ago, ap- 
peared. He digested the crude notions of 
religion, then prevaleut—selected from the 
systeins already known, what was universally 
liceiocy, to which he made some new acces- 
sions, and finally gave usa religion of reason 
and common sense, as pure, doubtless, as the 
circumstances of our condition require. His 
tragical death and the subsequent preaching 
of his disciples gave his doctrine a rapid and 
wide extension ; but it had no sooner gained 
ascendency over the ancient religion, than 
those in authority sought to make it subservi- 
ent to state policy, dependant on courts and 
levees. 

Christianity was diverted from its natural 
course, and instead of ameliorating the con- 
dition of man, making him more happy by 
iwaking him virtuous, 1 uncapt the bottomless 
pit and permitted monsters of cruelty and 
blood to fill the earth with rapine and war.— 
The sickly wretch substituted for the fair 
danghter of heaven, never softened the heart, 
never called into action the virtuous principles 
of our nature, but allowed the appetites all 
their force, and the passions to rage uncon- 
trolled. 

Be sound in the faith, tell a religious expe- 
rience, and support the church, was a passport 
through the society of the holy here, and to 
the regions of the glorified hereafter! This 
maintained the sanctity of one’s character, 
regardless of moral goodness, and this being 
all that was required, little more was sought. 
Justice and mercy fell into disrepute, humani- 
ty was unknown, and common sympathy con- 
signed tothe land of forgetfulness. Zeal for 
the Church usurped the place of every other 
virtue. Then were seen swarms of mendicants 
pillaging the scanty pittance of the villagers, 
for which they gave indeed a few holy relicks, 
such as “ sanctified rice.” 

“ Tears which saints had wept, 

A thousand years in vials kept.” 
Then were seen hordes of monks who cloaked 
every species of iniquity under the sacred 
garb of piety, copstantly labouring to increase 








| the wealth and independence of the @hurch- 
| Then, too, holy enthusiasm raged. © Mothers, 
| without a complaint, could see their sons, amt 
| wives their husbands, turn from their warm 
' embrace, confined in the dungeon of the In- 
quisition, brought before the Ghostly Father, 
or burned on the Auto de Fe / 

| Different in forms, but the same in spirit, 
are the religionists of the present day. Men, 
professedly holy, do not hesitate to declare. 
from the desk, the supposed guardian of vir- 
| tue, that the abandoned profligate is less dan- 
gerous in society, and more likely to be sap 
than the honest upright citizen, renowned for 
his benevolence and general humanity. Faith 
is raised over morality, and these. who style 
| themselves sound in that, arrogate to them- 
| selves all that is correct in theory, or virtuous 
lin practice, and denounce the most horrid 
| doom upon all who do not bear the same char. 
| acter. 

‘They indeed have an ardent love for GOd, 
manifest great anxiety to maintain the glory 
of his power and the honour of his character. 
They are ever ready to let him save, from 
endless woe, souls which his veracity stands 
pledged to make eternally miserable. But 
alas! they have so much to do to assist Omni 





of aneighbour. Or, if they have time tovbe- 
stow a casual glance upon the necessities of a 
brother, their benevolence evaporates in 
prayer for his never dying soul, while the 
body is left to starve ! 

Men frequently change the name of their 
sect while they retain the spirit of their former 
opinions. ‘The primitive Christians, with few 
exceptions, retained all the distinctive fea- 


Christian was ip general stilla Jew, 

in name and the observance of some few cere- 
monies. Papal Rome was Pagan Rome, under 
a new appellation. Images of gods were re- 
placed by pictures of Christ and his Apostles, 
deified heroes by cauenized saints, and the 
Pantheon became as much crowded with the 
one as it had been with the other. 

‘ ‘The beads, crucifixes and holy trivukets 
had in so much reverence by thousands of 
nominal Christians, are good evidence, that the 
gospel of Christ, in the manner it was preach- 
ed, has not much elevated their conceptipns 
of things, of given them any Very a 





potence, they are unable to regard the wants 


tures of the several systems of faith ie 
which they had been converted. A Jewish” 
except 
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ideas of God og-his service. The supersti- 
tious members of the Roman and Greek 
churches who regard these trifles, are no more 
worshippers of the true God, than were the 
blind votaries of Bachus, Hercules or Apollo; 
nor indeed Protestants.who place their highest 
sanctity in the observance of certain days or 
ceremonies—they are as much idolators as 
weré the deluded adorers of Wodin or Thor. 

Most European nations, together with the 
civilized part of America, embrace unani- 
mously the Christian religion; but it is not 
unfrequently, we find the spirit of that bless- 
ed-doctrine exhibited in much greater per- 
fection by the untutored natives of our forests. 
The meek and humble disciple of Christ, may 
blush for his own want of goodness-when he 
marks the native generosity of the savage.— 
Little research is necessary to show the ra- 
tional man, that the boasted religions of the 
day, bear strong marks of consanguinity to 
the long since obsolete superstitions of ages 
‘we hope may never return. 


The religions of Greece and Rome are 
‘condemned, and justly. No man of common 
sense, but discards the Deistical notions of the 
Orientals, and the. arrogant pretensions of 
the Pharisees of Palestine ; but the most pop- 
ular sentiments of our time are only a gross 
compound of them all, in which each ingredi- 
ent retains all its peculiarities. The man that 
should draw a parallel of ancient faith, parti- 
cularly of the Pharisees, with the most appro- | 
ved modern notions would be pronounced a | 
severe satirist on the faith, and if he was in ; 
the synagogue would soon be cast out. 


The directors of our opinions have disco- 
vered this identity, and to prevent any evil 
which might fall upon themselves, have very 
discreetly forbid the comparison, and prohibit- 
ted investigation and the exercise of our own 
understanding. The reformer wishes to con- 
vince the people, the notions they imbibe are 
supported neither by reason or revelation; he 
js commanded to lay reason aside, and is told 
the priest, who cannot lie, has declared these 
Potions to 62 nspired. He refersthem back 
My oenlains {he causes which gave 
to their origin. ~-, - whic’ first gained 
them birth, the reasons — --ces Which 
them notoriety, and the circumsta.. ner 
have perpetuated their existence to the pres. 
time: the vengeance of the clerical despot 
here, and the threatened wrath of Omnipo- | 
tence hereafter, isthe reward he receives for | 

js benevolent intentions. 
othe Reformer expostulates :—‘‘ God has 
made man a rational being; can he be displea- 





given us? The notions you imbibe, O 
Lod i are unreasonable and contradictory $4 
they are dishonourable to God and injurious 
to man. The consequences of such senti- 
ments are scen in that spirit of contention 





which pervades every department of society— 
in the readiness with which parents, for the 
love of God, can discountenance their child. 
ren, and children their parents for the same 
cause—in the alieniated affections of brethren 
—the hostility, the animosity with which 
brother attacks brother, and sister rails against 
sister. O peace! heaven-born word! there 
is musick in thy name, but alas! theological 
wrangling has driven thee from our bosoms, 
and banished thee from our dwellings! The 
demestick circle is invaded, and tranquility 
forsakes the fire-side! Malice and rage arm 
the priest—Fanaticism the multitude! Ig- 
norance and cupidity urge them on, and tho’ 
Religion may flourish, Happiness is gone.— 
Whereis the calm and dignified Christian 7” 
Where js the man that dare assert the inde- 
pendenge of the mind? Where the society 
not tory by contending factions? Where the 
community not distracted by intestine broils 
and the heart-withering conduct of professed 
religionists 1 O whither has wandered the gen- 
ius of Christianity! Whither has fled the 
native benevolence and forbearance of the 
human heart? God of Love! restore to man 
the exercise of his reason, that in contending 
for religion, he may not destroy every thing 
worthy the name !” 
“ O the lover may 

Dis‘r ist that look which steals his soul away : 

The babe may cease to think that it can play 

With heaven’s rainbow ; alchymists may doubt 

The shining gold their crucible gives out : 

But Faith—fanatick Faith—once wedded fast 

To some dear fulsehood, hugs it to the last.” 

The appeal to facts—to the benevolent fee!- 
ings of the heart, but enrages the deluded 
votaries of a blind and unnatural religion, and 
calls down upon him who makes it the cfrses 
and indignation of the ignorant, the supersti- 
tious, the biggotted and the designing. * Li- 
centious innovator!” “Infidel!” * Blasphe- 
mer of God and Reviler of the Saints!” are 
the honourable epithets he receives and the 
names by which posterity shal] learn the ex- 
tent of his philanthropy. 

Men have so long been taught to distrust 
their own reason—so long heard enforced, as 
the only means of their eternal salvation, 
receive implicitly what the priest shall dictate, 
—that the great body of the people have for- 
that all were originally equal, and 
endowed wi. the same right to judge for 
tiemselves, They ¢ousider the various notions 
transmitted them by circumstances of which 
they never think, are absolutely necessary to 
maintain proper reverence for the God of hea- 
ven; they consider them sacred as the light 
of Jehovah’s throne, and they would sooner 
part with life jtselfthan renounce them. They 
believe their eternal all is at stake, if they do 
not swallow all the ancient whims however 
absurd or pernicious—all, all is gone! A 
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place of eternal, inconceivable torture remains 
as their inevitable doom ! 
O. A. Brownson. 
(TO BF CONTINUED.) 

|__] 

FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
A few reasons for rejecting the doctrine of 

ENDLESS MISERY. 

1, Because of the vast disproportion, be- 
tween the sins committed, in this short life, 
and infinite suffering. We cannot believe, 
that an infinitely wise and good Father will 
chasten or punish his backsliding children, 
more than is absolutely necessary for their 
reformation. Heb. xii. 10, 11, ‘For they 
(that is earthly parents) for a few days chas- 
tened us after their own pleasure; but he, 
(God,) for our profit, that we might be parta- 
kers of his holiness!’”’” No one can believe 
that endless chastisement, can yield any profit 
to those who suffer it; what then is the con- 
clusion? ‘The apastle shall answer; mark 
his reply—‘ Now no chastening for the pre- 
sent seemeth to be joyous but grievous; never- 
theless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
Sruits of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby.” The apostle tells us that 
all are partakers of this chastisement—that it 
is a token of the love of our heavenly Father, 
and a pledge of the sonship of those who are 
chastened, and that it afterward yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them, 
that are exercised thereby, insiead of sinking 
them deeper ard deeper in endless sin, misery 
and despair. 

2. Because it is contrary to the precepts of 
the blessed Jesus, who taught mankind by 
the most unequivocal testimony, the impartial 
goodness of our common Father; “that he 
maketh his sun to rise upon the evil,” &c. 
The Saviour commanded us to love all- man- 
kind, and this is equally binding upon all ; 
and that doctrine which would impose any 
thing to the contrary, must be erroneous. If 
we obey the command, “thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself,” we can never see that 
neighbour in trouble or distress, without feel- 
ing unhappy ourselves. ‘* We are all mem- 
bers one of another,” and such is our consti- 
tution, such is the sympathy of our nature, 
that, ** if one member suffer, all the members 
suffer with it.” 

3. Our Armenian brethren say, though not 
in so many words, that God wills the salvation 
of all men—that he has power to perform this 
will; but does not know how, or in other 
words, that he is lacking in wisdom. We say 
he has laid help on one, not only “ mighty 
and able,” but who is also “the power of 
God and the wisdom of God,” to save even to 
the uttermost. We believe that ‘* known unto 
God are ali his works from the beginning of 
the world ;” and “ whem he did foreknow he 


also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his son. ‘They tell us that we are 
free to choose or refuse the invitations of the 
gospel. But hear what our Lord Jesus Christ 
saith-—“* Wo man can come to me except the 
Father draw him.” Again, he says, # allthat 
the Father giveth me sant (not m 
to me”—*‘and him that cometh un I 
will in no wise cast out.” ‘The Saviour tells 
us moreover, that the Father has given him 
power aver ull flesh, for the express purpose 
that he should give unto all eternal life! Will 
he not perform the will of him that sent him ? 
“ This is the Father’s will which hath sent me 
that of all which he hath given me I should 
lose nothing.” How many hath the Father 
givenhim? ‘“ The Father loveth the Son and 
hath given ALL THINGs into his hand !”” 

4. The promise to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, was, that in them and in their seed, 
(Christ,) should all the nations, kindreds and 
FSamilies of the earth be blessed. Now, if our 
brethren can show usa single person who has 
no nation nor ever had—who has no kindred 
or family nor ever had, they may then get over 
these promises. The gospel which God preach. 
ed to Abraham contains no curse, but bless- 
ings altogether. 

5. The last reason, why we do not believe 
the doctrine of endless torture, is, because 
God hath said positively and unequivocally, 
‘that he witt nor contend forever.” Why? 
** Because the spirits would fail before him, 
and the souls that he hath made.” ‘This is 
God’s reason; if man cannot produce a better 
why he will, than he has here why he wit 
Not, we shall continue to quote this, as one of 
the reasons of the hope that is in us. ng 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
A QUESTION TO THE “ REV. DOCTORS.” 

Christian professors tell us, that there must 
be a future day of retribution, becaase the 
wicked enjoy so much more pleasure in this 
world than the righteous. Now, I wish to ask 
the expounders of mystical theology, what 
reason they have for believing that the wicked 
will be miserable in the world to come ? they 
believe people will sin there, and if they do, 
why may they not be as happy in sin there, as 
while here on earth ? 

According to their theory, in order to be- 
come superlatively happy, we have only to 
become superlatively wicked ; and if we are 
allowed to sin in another world, according to 
their doctrine, hell will be a place of unspeak- 
able bliss. But are we certain that we can, or 
shall commit sin in another state of existence? 
Sin is a transgression of the law. Where there 
is no law there is ho transgression. In order 
therefore for us to sin in the regions of dark- 





nese, the law must exist there ; and it must be 
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transgressed or there is no sin. Will people 
tell that which: is false in hell? and if they do, 
by whom, or by what criterion will it be pro. 
-ved so? Will he, ‘“‘ who is a liar and the 
r of dies’ —will he attempt to prove ita 
# by what criterion would he do it? 
h? Ifthe truth should visit those 
egions, it would annihilate the place! Will 
people steal in hell? Isthere ought in that 
-dark store house of fire and brimstone, that 
would tempt men to break through and steal ' 
‘Can people murder in hell? That which can 
be done, may be done: therefore, whenever 
they are satiated with sin und happiness, they 
will have nothing to do but murder each other 
and depopulate the place! 7. F. 
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“ FARNESTLY CONTEND FOR PHS FAITH.”? 





TRUE RELiGION. 
At this inclement season of the year, the chilling 
blast, as it sweeps over the face of nature, reminds 
ys that many a widow and fatherless chil) may be 


destitute of the comforts (perhaps the necessaries) of 


fife. Perhaps, too, some amiable child, bereft cf a 
father’s, or a mother’s protecting care, suffering under 
the accumulated woes of uncommuserated indigence, 
is tempted, for the needed pittance, to wander from 


the path of rectitude and barter peace of soul for the | 


means of supplying its necessities! Ah! tuo many 

instances of this kind have occurred in the world ;— 
‘alas! too often have the destitute, who have sought 
in vain for sume friendly hand to aid thei in their 
sfruggles against the tide of adverse fortune, become 
the victims of temptation! How many temptations 
heset the indigent! How many are driven to despair 
far the want of some friend to drop the sympathetick 
tear at their misfortunes. ‘ 

We hear of many charitable societies, instituted 
for the purpose of converting the wicked from the 
errour of their ways—but why so great exertions for 
auch a purpose? Shall the answer be, that the souls 
of mankind are exposed to the wrath of God? that 
without money, they cannot be saved from hell? that 
all we have to spare must be appropriated to that end? 
What! Is the worldin such a predicament, that with- 
éut robbing the widow, or the fatherless child, or the 
orpban, of the boon that belongs to them, it cannot be 
saved? Is God a being who delights to rob the desati- 
tute of fued and raiment, and put the means of feeding 
asid clothing the hungry and naked into his own “ trea- 
eury ?” 

Such reflections, and inquiries, were revolving in 
the mind of the writer, as, on a cold and stormy after- 
moon, a respectable female entered the door of his 
domicil, and seated herself by the fire. Good Heaven, 
I mentally exclaimed,—if she has taken it upon herself 
to beg money to educate “ poor and pious youth for 
the ministry”—or to send a missionary to Bengal, 
Caloutta, or the Lord knows where—or to support 
some lazy drone among the Indiang—or to buy tracts 


for children—~or to make her minister a life-~member 
of some socicty—or to sustuiu any other “ soul-saving’ 
scheme”—if this is her errand, or any thing like it; 
and a man is to be damned for_ refusing to give-—l am 
in danger of losing all right and title to salvation -— 
I looked upon her courtenance wiih attention; a hea- 
venly smile was seated there. Her bosom heaved 
with compassion; benevolence and kindness seemed to 
have taken up their abode in her soul! But her er- 
rand? What wasit? Ah! reader ;—aaerpow, and 
her FATHERLESS CHILDREN, were destitute and in 
want! Her errand was, to obtain relie‘—not for these 
who prefer idleness to industry, but for the widow and 
Satherless. 

A few days afterwards, the worthy objects of her 
care were seen in the enjoyment of peace, gratitude, 
and moderate competence. The widowed mother, as 
she surveyed the litle group of her dependent chil- 
dren, and beheld them, though unconscious of their 
benefactor, in the possession of many comferts, at- 
tempted tospeak of the angel who had ministered to 
them,—but a generous glow of gratitude forbid utter- 
ance: yet the throbbing bosom and falling tear sent 
home conviction to the heart, that “ pure religion and 
undefiled before God and the Father is rms to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their afflictions, and to 
keep ourselves unspotted from the world.” 


Yes, reader, this is religion. It does not consist in 





praying, nor in preaching, not in professions of godli- 
ness,—but in doing acts of kindness. God, we con- 
clude, has made the cart) our sphere of action, for the 
present, und its inhabitants, in their present situation, 
As he has made 
us all dependent upon Him, and each other, it is but 


the proper objects of our kindness: 


justice that we should commiserate eaeh other’s woes. 
Parents know not how soon their own children may 
be fatherless, and it will be well for all to consider, 
that they may soon stand in need of the friendly aid 
of others. Above all, let us be cautious about per- 
verting our own and the benevolence of others, by 
forgetting the old but correct maxim-—“ Let charity 
begin at home.” 
or 


The following, is an article which was kindly for- 
warded by our highly valued friend, T. Fisk, from 
Philadelphia, and is extracted from a paper entitled 
the “Free Press,” published at Antigua, one of the 
West India Islands. Aside from the excellence of the 
article itself, there is a peculiar interest and import- 
ance attached to it, by the circumstance of its having 
criginated in that “island of the sea” where “ priests 
bear rule” and “the people mourn.” It shows that 
a spirit of inquiry is abroad in all the earth, and will 
serve to encourage our brethren in the good and glori- 
ous work of spreading the truth that maketh free,— 
There is truly a door open which no man can shut: 
<rrour tutters on its crumbling throne—and priests, 
and popes, and crowned heads, will learn at length, 
that Reason will yet rob them of their borrowed 
plumes, and appoint.them a place [j-on a level siti 
the rest of mankind! ‘Their Lordships will yet quail 
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hefore investigation, and after clinging for a little time 
to the empty honours bestowed by the deluded mul- 
titude, will find that God is Love, and all men breih- 
ren. Eb. 
To the Editor of the “ Free Press.” 
Siu,—Presuming that the freedom of your 
Press is extended tv all subjects, I beg to re- 
quest, through the medium of your paper, an 


answer to some objections which forced them- | 


selves upou ny mind during the sermon deli- 
vered by our Bishop on Sunday last. ‘The 
subject of his Lordship’s sermon was, the 
inestimable benefits and happiness to be deri- 
ved from the death and resurrection of our 
Saviour by those who obey his commands, 
on the one hand; and the dreadful sufferings 
which will attend those who despise his autho- 
rity, onthe other. I do not mean to say that 


the Bishop treated ‘the consequences of | 


Christ’s atonement” in a novel manner, but 


that certain -objections, to which I request | 


answers, arose in my mind during its delivery. 

Ist. It is a doctrine of our Church as 
asserted by the Bishop and other Divines, that 
a sacrifice of extreme value and importance 
was requisite for ‘‘ the propitiation of the sins 
of the whole world,” but if the benefits of such 
& propitiation are te be confined to the /ew 
who * work out their own salvation,” where 
is the necessity for so grand a sacrifice? Or 
in other words,—If Christ’s sufferings and 
death were received by the Father as a full 
equivalent for all sins, how can man’s co- 


operation by good works be necessary to make | 


it complete? It is here proper for me to ex- 
plain that Iam far, very far from wishing or 
intending to assert that it is of no consequence 
whether we perform good works or not; I only 
mean to ask if the gracious purposes of the 
Father and Son can be thwarted by the folly, 
blindness, or perversity of men ! aud whether 
good works can in any sense be considered as 
a ‘mean’ towards our eternal salvation, in 
apposition to the doctrine of scripture that 
Christ alone is ‘*the way, the truth, and the 
life,” instead of a consequence of our present 
salvation from sin and misery—*‘‘ but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justi- 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the 
Spirit of our God ?” 

2ndly.— Wherever, throughout the Old Tes- 
tament, the advent of the Messiah is referred 
to, I caa perceive no qualification attached to 
his power and authori:y—I perceive it possi- 
tively asserted that ‘ ad/ Kings shall fall down 
before him, all nations shall call him blessed”’ 
—lI observed that his all conquering power 
shall be exerted to ‘* seek and to save’—God 
informs the Jews that he will eventually * take 
the stony heart out of their flesis and give them 
a heart of flesh, that they may walk in my 
statutes and keep mine ordinances and do 
them’’—that he will, in spite of themselves, 


records that our Saviour was named Jesus, 
because he would ‘save his people from their 
sins ;” i. e. from the commission of sin, not 
from the conscquences of their sins, for if the 
cause is removed, the effect ceases. Through- 
out all such passages I see no conditionality ; 
it is positively declared that so and so shall be 
done, and the existence of good or evil works, 
the use or abuse of free will is never taken 
into account—how then are we to teconcile 
God’s beneficent promises with the danger 
resulting from the weakness and imperfection 
of cur power always to fulfil the law? Can 
| the gift of free will be perverted to the eternal 
| opposition to the Almighty Giver? Would a 
wise parent trust a dangerous weapon in the 
| hands of a beloved child? And shall man 
| teach his maker, and say, ** what doest thou?” 
3rdly.—From the usual style of argument 
employed in our pulpits it seems to be ima- 
gined, that the bad man can hope for no benefit 
from Chrisi’s power and merits, either in this 
world or the next, but how is this censistent 
| with the peculiar end of Christ’s office,—the 
| destruction of sin for the salvation of the sin- 
| ner '—The above idea is similar to that of the 
Jews, who give as one reason for the non- 
fulfilment of their prophecies, that their mani- 
fold sins have caused the postponement of 
the reign of Messiah the Prince, when, but 
for our great sins, his appearance on earth 
would not have been required; as the eradica- 
tion of sin was the sole object of his mission 
—‘*they that are whole need not a Physician 
but they that be sick.” - 
_ 4dthly.—TI shall be glad to be informed how 
it happens, that during tlie most dreadful 
denunciations from the pulpit, of Hell-fire to 
all those who are not perfectly convinced of 
their own sincere endeavors to obey God's 
commands, and the particularity of descrip- 
tion as to the extent and intensity of suffering 
in that ** world of woe,” that nme tenths of 
the congregation feel more disposed to slumber 
than to listen? Is it that each individual sup- 
poses an exception in his own favour, or that 
human nature revolts at the doctrine of eternal 
punishment from a God who is Love ? 

To my mind Sir, such declarations, not 
only do no good, but on the contrary are pro- 
ductive o: much evil—They harden the sin- 
ner tn his course of wickedness, they induce 
him to plunge deeper in his fancied pleasures 
in possession, as hoping for no pleasare in 
reversion. Fear, Mr. Editor, is an unworthy 
motive of obedience, neither is it efficient, for 
although it may fora time tie up the hands it 
can never tame the heart.--The man who 
abstains from sin through fear of punishment, 
will toa moral certainty. commit it immediately 
the well-known casuistry of the human heart 
shall have lessened his fear by the ingenuity and 
sophistry of its arguments ; whereas, the man 








make them good and happy; aud Saint Luke ! who has acquired just notions of the benignity 
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of his creator, who loves God because God 
*¢ first loved him,” will search for no arguments 
to lessen the feelings of love and gratitude 
towards so merciful and gracious a Being, but 
will endeavour to conform more and more to 
his nature from the influence of sensations so 


leasing.and delightful. 
. “Te tan be paid’ thst fear is often employed 
throughoutthe Scriptures to enforce obedience 
to the Divine commands—true, but the ground 
work of God’s word is Love, and in exact 
proportion tothe depths of depravity is the 
employment of the arguments of fear and hor- 
ror—so that the more terrifick are our preach- 
ers,the more do they un-christianize their 
hearers; a mode of procedure which every 
day’s experience must assure us is wrong, for 
to convince, it is necessary | believe, first, to 
gain the confidence and win the affections of 
out hearers. Moreover there is reason to be- 
lieve, that many; (if not all, as some assert) 
of the threatnings of the new Testament refer 
to the then “ wrath to come” at the approach- 
ing destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish 
people; particularly when we consider that 
St. John the only Evangelist who survived, 
and probably wrote after that memorable event, 
omits to record the predictions related in Ma- 
thew, XXIV, Mark, XII[. and Luke, XVII. 
(chapters,) and that his Epistles are almost 
literally devoid of arguments of fear—This 
leads me to my concluding question— Whether 
it would not be advisable for our Ministers to 
refrain as much as possible from paralyzing 
the hearts of their hearers, and in lieu thereof 
to adopt St. Paul’s method “I pray ye, in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled unto God.” 
I am Sir, Your obedient Servant, 
INTERROGATOR. 


MISCBLLAN Y. 


[From the Reformer.]} 
STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 

Thelate New Yearly Meeting of the Friends 
held in this city, was very numerously atten- 
ded, and seems now permanently established 
asa Yearly Meeting, so that hereafter there 
will betwo Yearly Meetings of the Friends’ 
Society in this city, instead of one as hereto- 
fore. 

The Methodists are in a fair way to experi- 
ence much the same state of things among 
them, as has occurred inthe Society of friends. 
The arbitrary nature of their government, and 
~ the more abitrary proceedings of some of their 
Preachers, Elders and Bishops, are beginning 
to give great dissatisfaction and uneasiness, 
which inall probability will result in producing 
two bodies in this now extensive denomination 


of people. 

hose who have power in their own hands, 
do not like to relinquish any part of it—-and 
all men cannot see it right to submit to the 








arbitrary power and dictation of a few indi- 
viduals. 

‘T'wo parties also among the Episcopalians, 
are plainly beginning to distinguish themselves, 
viz. the high church party and the moderate 
party, or the evangelical and anti-evangelical 
parties. A misunderstanding has existed for 
some time, which seems likely to be increased 
by the late election of Mr. Onderdonk for As- 
sistant Bishop in the diocese of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Onderdonk posesses high church princi- 
ples, a large number of the opposite. party, 
both ministers and laymen, presented a remon- 
stance with their signatures, to the “ Bishops 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America,’ against his conse- 
cration. Mr. Ouderdonk has, notwithstanding, 
been consecrated. Among other reasons as- 
signed against his consecration, were the 
following : 

‘* Because improper means were used to 
prevent the attendance of one clergyman at 
least, at the Convention held in May last, who, 
if he had been present, would have voted with 
those that opposed the election of Dr. Onder- 
donk. 

** Because the Convention at Harrisburg re- 
fused, previous to the proceedings in relation 
to the election of an Assistant Bishop, to ad- 
mit into connexion, several churches, delegates 
from which were in attendance ; and thus de- 
nied to the lay members, representatives of 
those churches, the privilege of voting on the 
main question, or on previous questions. 

“* Because of the conduct of the majority, 
in refusing to listen to any overtures for 
peace. 

‘* Because a majority of the officiating pres- 
byters of the dicocese did not concur in the 
eleetion, as required by the second Canon of 
the General Convention. 

‘* Because we sincerely believe that the con. 
secration of the Rev. Dr. Onderdonk will be 
fraught with consequences prejudicial to the 
peace and prosperity of our church in this 
diocese. 

‘Because the Rev. Dr. Onderdonk has 
manifested a spirit, since the Convention at 
Harrisburgh, which forbids us to hope that he 
will exercise the office of a Bishop to the hon- 
our of God, the edifying of his church, or a 
wholesome example to the flock of Christ.” 

| ial 


METHODISTS AGAINST THE PRESBYTE- 
RIANS, 


A Methodist Preacher in the Holston Con- 
ference Messenger, in commenting on the Min- 
utes of the last General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, makes the following re- 
marks : 

“What does the Assembly mean by ‘ regu- 
lar faithful ministers of Christ’? Is it not 
pretty evident, that by * regular faithful minis- 








ters of Christ,’ they mean nothing mote nor 
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less than Presbyterian? * * * * Do they not 
still firmly adhere to the principle which one 
of their preachers had the candor and inde- 

ndence to acknowledge, ‘that they de not 
regard the Methodists (and perhaps they had 
the same views of others) as a religious denom- 
ination, a regular church ; and because Me- 
thodist ministers are not classically learned, 
and regularly educated, they do not recognize 
them as regular clergymen.’ Does not this 
principle, said to be held by all regular Pres- 
byterians, fully account for the contemptuous 
manner in which they have treated us in this, 
and in former publications ? 

“The assembly speaks of ‘a travelling 
missionary,’’ who now and then sows the seed 
of the kingdom ? But what is here meant by 
‘* travelling missionaries?’ Do they mean 
those men that sometimes travel through our 
country calling themselves missionaries, who 
visit our largest towns, and most populous 
neighbourhoods, on wages of from thirty to 
fifty dollars per month! I recollect when I 
travelled in the Forked-Deer district, one of 
these pompous gentlemen, came into my cir- 
cuit; but he went immediately to the most 
populous town in that part of the country, and 
afier having preached there once or twice, poor 
wandering missionary, he made his way to the 
next town or rich neighborl.ood he could meet 
with, and never pretended to visit the poorer 
and more destitute parts of my circuit at all. 
This, Sir, is only one among many instances 
with which you are not unacquainted. I 
have often been disgusted at seeing these pom- 
pous ‘sons of Levi’ parade throughthe western 
country, our most populous towns and neigh- 
honrkoods, where christianity has been estab- 
lished for years—live on the very fat of the 
land while they stay, andthen return eastward- 
ly; and to make it appear that they have been 
doing something, besides receiving forty dollars 
a month and living the fine gentleman, they 


falsely represented our country as in a state of 


mora! degradation, but because the people pos- 
sess independence enough not to cringe to 
them and bow at their shrine, and because 
they will not blindly swallow the dogmas of 
Calvinism.” 
| cheeoumtieadl 
Treatment of females in countries where slave- 
ry prevails. 

Among the negroes on the slave coast, the 
wife is never allowed to appear before the 
husband, or to receive any thing from his 
hands, without putting herself in a kneeling 
posture. 

Inthe empire of Congo, and among the 
greater part of those nations which inhabit 
the southern coast of Africa, the women of a 
family are seldom permitted to eat with the 
men. The husband sits alone at table, and 
his wife commonly stands at his back, to 
guard him from the flies, to serve him his 











victuals, or to furnish him with his pipe and 
tobacco. After he has finished, she is allowed 
to eat what remains, but without sitting down, 
which it seems would be inconsistent with the 
inferiority and submission that is thought suit- 
able to her sex. When a Hottentot aud his 
wife have come into the service of an Euro- 
pean, and are entertained under the same roof, 
the master is under the necessity of assigning 
to each of them a distinct portion of vietuals, 
which, outof regard to the general usage of 
their country, they always eat at a distance 
from each other. 

In the account which has been given by 
commodore Byron, of the Indians of South 
America, we are told that * the men exercise 
a most despotick authority over theie wives, 
whorn they consider in the same view as they 
do any other part of ther property, and dis- 
pose of them accordingly, even their common 
treatment of them is cruel; for the toil and 
hazard of procuring food, lies entirely upon 
the women, yet they are not suffered to touch 
any part of it, till the husband is satisfied, 
and then he assigns them their portion, which 
is generally very scanty, and such as he has 
not a stomach for himself.” The same authour 
informs us, that he has observed a like arbi- 
trary bebaviour among many other nations of 
savages, with whom he has since been ac- 
quainted. 

From the servile condition of the fair sex 
in barbarous countries, they are rendered in a 
great measure incapable of property, and are 
supposed to have no share in the estate of that 
particular family in which they reside. What- 
ever has been acquired by her labour, is under 
the sole administration and disposal of those 
male relations and friends by whom they are 
protected, and from whom they receive a pre. 
carious subsistence. Upon the death of a 
proprietor, the estate is continued in possession 
of his sons, or transmitted to his other male 
relatious ; -and his daughters are so far from 
being entitled to a share of the succession, 
that they are even considered as a part of the 
inheritance ; which the heir is at liberty to 
dispose of at his pleasure. 

At the Cape of Good Hopc, in the kingdom 
of Benin, and in general, upon the whole 
southern and western coasts of Africa, no 
female is ever admitted to the succession of 
any estate, either real or personal. 

he same custom is said to be observed 
among the Tartars ; and there is some reason 


-to believe, it was formerly established 


all the inhabitants of Chaldea and Arabia. 
Eng. Paper: 
p____] 
SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 
Sir Isaac Newton, one. evening in winter, 
feeling it extremely cold, imstinctively drew 
his chair very close to the grate, in which3 
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large fire kad been recently lighted. By de- 
grees the fire having become completely kind- 
led Sir Isaac felt the heat intolerably intense, 
and rung his bell with unusual violence.— 
Joha was notat hand; he at last made his 
appearance, by the time Sir Isaac was almost 
literally roasted ‘* Remove the grate, you 
lazy rascal! exclaims Sir Isaac, in a tone of 
irritation very uncommon with that amiable 
and placid philosopher, “ remove the grate ere 
1 am burned to death !”’ ‘* Please your honour, 
might you not rather draw back your chair !” 
said John, a little waggishly. ‘* Upon my 
soul,” said Sir Isaac, smiling, “ I never thought 
of that.” 





On the cause of rain.—Every one must have noticed 
an obvious connexion between heat and vapour in the 
atmosphere. Heat promotes evaporation, and con- 
tributes to retain the vapour when in the atmosphere, 
and cold precipitates or condenses the vapour. But 

hese facts do -not explain the phenomenon of rain, 
which is as frequently with an increase as with a di- 
minution of the temperature of the atmosphere. 

The late Dr. Hutton, of Edinburgh, is‘ generally 
allowed ‘to be the first who published a correct notion 
of the cause of rain. (See Etiin, Trans. vols. i. and 
ii., and Hutton’s Diss. &c,) Without deciding whether 
vapour be simply explained by heat, and diffused 
through the atmosphere, or chemically combined with 
it, he maintained irom the phenomena that the quan- 
tity of vapour capable of entering into the air, increa- 
ses in a greater ratio than the temperature; and hence 
he fairly infers, that whenewer two volumes of air of 
differeat temperatures are mixed together, each being 
previously saturated with vapour, a precipitation of a 
portion of vapour must ensue, in consequence of the 
mean temparature not being able to support the mean 
quantity of vapour. 

The cause of rain therefore is now no longer an ob- 
ject of doubt. If two masses of air of unequal tempe- 
ratures, by the ordinary currents of the wind, are in- 
termixed, when saturated with vapor, a precipitation 
ensues, If the masses are under saturation, then less 
precipitation takes place, or none atall, according to 
the degree. Aliso, the warmer the air, the greater is 
the quantity of vapor precipitated in like circumstan- 
eés. Hence the reason why rains are heavier in sum- 
mer than in winter, and in warm countries than in cold. 
—London paper, 
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A young man named Anson Field, lately absconded 
with $3000, which he was intrusted to deliver from the 
bank in St. Albans to the bank at Burlington, (Vt.) 
Previous to this transaction, his character was unble- 
mished. 





en] 

>" Owing to an aceident which occurred to thé mill- 

dam where our paper is manufactured, we have not 

been able to issue the Advocate this and the preceding 

week as earlyas usual. This will account for our 

subscribers not receiving it till late. The difficulty 
we hope is now obviated. 

eC 





The Universalist Society. and Congregation in this 
place together with all who may feel disposed to unite 
with us,:in Thanksgiving and Praise to the bountiful 
Benefactor of the world, will attend divine service at 
the Court House on Wednesday next at Eleven o'clock 

A.M, 














From the Evangelical Repository. 


“ Likewise, joy shall be an heaven.over one sinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine which need 
no repentance."—St. Luxk, 15: 7. 


What mean those peals celestial in the skies? 
What harp unearthly, breathes melodious sounds ? 
Rapt, through the spacious vault, the echo’s fling 
Its aspirations without end or bounds. 


Ah! hear that shout of joy from seraph lips— 
Gabriel ! the herald near the Eternal’s throne ; 
It speaks of joys ineffable to those, 

Who feel the musick of its heavenly tone. 


Shout ye stilllouder! for repentant earth 
Hath yielded up a more repentant son ; 

In trembling and in tears the suppliant kneels, 
And tastes the bliss of happiness begun. 


Mortal, behold thy God! within thy breast, 

He breaks thy heart of adamant, and gives 

A heart of flesh once more, to know his love ;— 
Hail ye in heaven! a pardoned sinner lives. 


The bond of death shall lift thee to the skies ; 
His bond of love shall bring thee to that choir, 
Who, in the heavens rejoice, when sinners feel, 
And own the Sire, whom endless worlds adore ! 

Grornvina. 





From the Saco Palladium. 





Give me a little, snug farm, with learning sufficient 
to understand my bible, a little wife thatcan milk the 
cow and rock the cradie, that can sleep at night, and 
work all day, that can ‘ discourse most eloquent music’ 
on the cheerful spinning-wheel, and hang all your 
Greek and Lutin. The present timesare too unnatu- 
| ral and luxarious. 


Our ancestors lived well on bread and broth, 

Aud wooeJ their healthy wives in homespun cloth. 
Qur mothers, nurtured to the nodding reel, 

Gave all their daughters lessons on the wheel, 
Though spinning did net much reduce the waist, 

It made the food much sweeter to the taste. 

They plied with honest zeal the mop and broom 
And drove the shuttle thro’ the noisy loom. 

They never complained as we do now, 

* We have no girl to cook, nor milk the cow.’ 

Fach mother taught her red-cheek’d son & daughter 
To bake, and brew, and draw a pail of water. 

No damsel shunned the wash-tub, broom or pail, 
Tokeep unsoiled a long grown finger nail. 

They sought no gaudy dress, no wasp-like form, 
But ate to live, and worked to keep them warm. 
No idle youth, no tight-laced, minciug fair, 

Became a living corpse for want of air. 

No fidgets, faintings, fits, nor frightful blues ; 

No painful corns from wearing Chinese shoes. 
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